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PROJECT OVERVIEW 

This 30-month project aims to support a shift towards women-led agricultural research, practice and policy 
formulation for a just transition to diversified low-carbon urban farming systems and food sovereignty. As 
transdisciplinary research the project engages primarily with women producers and processors to articulate 
and frame their challenges, bringing them together with women-led research teams to stimulate knowledge 
co-creation for solution-building that amplifies their collective voices and results in a series of user-led 
innovations for urban agroecology. Working with and across Gazan universities, the project will promote 
participatory action research practice and strengthen capacity and skills for gender-transformative 
transdisciplinary curricula, developing a professional urban agroecology diploma. And it will establish 
supportive intersectorial actor-networks mobilised around strategic policy changes that connect up and 
strengthen policies for urban agroecology and food sovereignty in Gaza. 

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND 

The agricultural sector in Gaza is facing a number of challenges due to a number of factors, including the 
continuing blockade that results in a heavy reliance on expensive imported inputs from Israel, significant 
population pressure with a population of approx. 2 million people living on only 362sq kilometers, limited 
access to and degraded natural resources especially soil and water where water levels have rapidly declined 
and 95% of aquifer water quality is salinized and the disposal of raw solid and liquid wastes further heightens 
pollution threats. These intersecting challenges are exacerbated by climate variability and change, and now 
the COVID-related health crisis has complicated the situation further. Farming in Gaza today is characterized 
by urban and peri-urban agriculture, typically comprising micro, small and medium size initiatives and a lack 
of professional knowledge suited to these farming realities have triggered the need for detailed analysis and 
understanding of these new farming realities to address the challenges faced in Gaza.  

GOAL  

To support a shift toward women-led agricultural research, practice and policy formulation for a just 
transition to low-carbon food and farming systems that increases resilience to multiple shocks, and opens up 
pathways for women’s economic empowerment. 

PURPOSE 

To investigate the knowledge gaps and potential bridges between university researchers, women-led food 
enterprises, CSOs, and decision-makers in ways that contribute innovative solutions to Gaza’s food system 



and economy within which women participate, and how food sovereignty might in turn create a more durable 
foundation for women’s economic empowerment. 

OUR AIMS  

To build new, and strengthen existing, networks of micro and small-scale producers and processors that 

restore eroded knowledge, recover lost resources and rebuild bonds between people and the landscape upon 

which they depend. To this end, we aim to facilitate processes that invite researchers, students, policy-makers 

and influencers, together with producers and processors to stimulate collaborative relationships for new ways 

of thinking and acting together to stimulate change.  

OBJECTIVES & IMPACT PATHWAYS 

Objective 1: (Collaborative Working) Investigative knowledge co-creation with women-led enterprises to 
open up pathways for improved economic participation. 

Objective 2: (Applied Research) Respect and connect layers of knowledge for adaptive co-learning between 
‘food system actor-networks’ and academic institutions across Gaza to co-generate challenge-led 
innovations for urban agroecology. 
 
Objective 3: (Policy Engagement) Advance alternative policy frameworks for urban food systems that 
respond to the needs, and amplify the voices, of women and young people.  

EXPECTED RESULTS 

1. 4-6 inter-sectoral Food System Actor-networks (FSAs) created to develop & implement 
collaborative action plans.  

 
2. 4 Challenge Prizes awarded to transdisciplinary women-led research teams to co-develop technical 

or social innovations with the Urban Women’s Agripreneur Forum (UWAF) 
 

3. 3 new food groups integrated into UWAF and supported for improved adaptive capacity for 
agroecological production, processing and economic participation. 
 

4. Innovative professional diploma in Urban Agroecology & Food Sovereignty, with 10 women 
producers prepared for professional engagement as producers and extension officers. 
 

5. Inclusive advocacy and influencing strategy towards policy formulation on urban agroecology in 
Gaza and its inclusion in city planning considerations related to land and resource allocation.  
 

 


